Council Representative Report  9-20-2010

Phil Kirsch, Wilde Lake Council Representative 

CA Board Meeting, September 16, 2010

CSS – The CA Board approved a confidential proposal submitted by Advantage Industries, Inc., to complete the membership portion of CSS to CA’s satisfaction; and, if completed to CA’s satisfaction and accepted by CA, then to complete the rest of the CSS program also to CA’s satisfaction.  No payment is to be provided to Advantage Industries if the membership portion of CSS is not completed to CA's satisfaction. The president of Advantage Industries, had previously presented the proposal and responded to numerous questions about the proposed services and the CSS software.  The proposal was not solicited in a competitive bidding process, and so, in order to engage this firm for the proposed services, the Board was required to approved an exception to CA’s Purchasing Policy. 

Funding for Lake Elkhorn Dredging

After much discussion the CA Board of Directors approved the Staff recommended Option 3, increasing the funding by $1.3 million for the Lake Kittamaqundi dredging project as the best option considering limitations in available capital funding,

Multi-Use Pathway from Howard County Hospital to Blandair Park

The CA Board discussed the multi-use pathway from Howard County Hospital to Blandair Park.  CA is undertaking a pilot study to enhance pathway connectivity. The study, to be completed by CA staff with some limited outside consultant assistance will evaluate pedestrian and bicycling connectivity improvements among Town Center, Hickory Ridge, Wilde Lake, and Oakland Mills. The study outcomes will include recommended investments or modifications designed to enhance the utility of the pathway system for cyclists and pedestrians for both transportation and recreational use. Investments to enhance mobility for users may include: pathway widening; improved path to street connections (“filling the gaps”); additional pathway connections including those that will connect to the planned multi-use pathway, route identification, and wayfinding. CA is coordinating with the County on this and other pedestrian and bicycle studies.

I have provided Bernice a copy of Phil Nelson's report, a map of the proposed area pathway, and a copy of the Downtown Columbia Multi-use Pathway Design Guidelines.  

Wilde Lake Village Redevelopment

The CA Board also discussed the Wilde Lake Village Redevelopment.  Board members were provided copies of Kimco's proposed plan and the Project Summary developed by Kimco and previously provided to the Village Board.  I also have copies of memos from Jane Dembner, Director of Community Planning.  Most of the discussion was on parking for Slayton House, the Swim Center, and the Tennis Club.

