Council Representative Report  5-17-2010

Phil Kirsch, Wilde Lake Council Representative 

Board of Directors Meeting, May 13, 2010

1. Election of Chair  Cynthia A.S.H. Coyle was elected Chair of the Columbia Association Board of Directors. 

2. Election of Vice Chair  The Board elected co-vice chairs:  Suzanne Waller will serve as vice chair for the first 6 months and Alex Hekimian will serve for the second 6 months.  

3. Columbia Association’s Fee Structure  Catherine Tuck Parrish of Management Partners, Inc. gave a presentation on their analysis of CA’s fee structure.  The Board decided to submit written questions to Ms. Tuck Parrish and asked Phil Nelson to schedule a date for her to return and respond to those questions.  No rate changes will be made until next year.  This is not an attempt to increase revenues.  Rather we are ensuring rates are set fairly across all programs.

4. Overviews Rob Goldman gave an overview presentation on the governance process and Phil Nelson gave an overview presentation of the Service Bureau structure. 

     Note:  I did not run for Board Chair this year because the doctor says it may be several weeks before I am fully recovered from the results of the flu I had in April.  I will be on the External Relations committee this year.

Board and Staff Retreat, May 15, 2010

This was an all day retreat at Belmont.  There was some leadership training, we reviewed the strategic issues from last year and discussed the results from the Columbia Summit.  Board and staff decided we needed more specific information on some issues from the Summit before taking action.  

On the public safety issues we need to know do residents want CA advocating for more police officers and cross walks, lighting pathways and tot lots (which ones, how many),  providing information to residents on crime prevention, or something completely different.  We can work on all these and more but we want to be sure we are doing  what the residents want and have the right priorities.  Also, CA announced a few weeks ago a major joint effort with the Howard County Police on Public Safety that was based on previous input from the Village Boards.  We need to know if this effort is not meeting resident's needs or does it just need to be better publicized.  

There are similar questions concerning the transportation issue.  Are we talking local, short range or long distance transportation.  Should the emphasis be on public or private transportation?  Are we talking 10, 20 or 30 years into the future?  Even the county does not have the resources to look into all of this.  CA needs to prioritize and specify.

Other

Danielle DuPree of Wilde Lake High School received a Spirit of Columbia Scholarship Award from CA.

