Council Representative Report  3-1-2010

Phil Kirsch, Wilde Lake Council Representative 

Wilde Lake Specific CA Budget Information

Among the many Wilde Lake items in the new CA budget there are several that the WLVB  may  be questioned about  over the next year.

1. The final CA budget contains $25,000 for a Community Organizer in Wilde Lake and $25,000 another $25,000 in for Oakland Mills.  Phil Nelson will be meeting with the two Village Mangers discuss how this can be done most efficiently.

2. There is $475,000 for shoreline restoration of Wilde Lake -- $75,000 for an engineering study in FY 11,  $100,000 in FY 11 and $300,000 in FY 12 for the actual work. Bernice has a copy of the study that was done or if you want Bernice or I can email you the .PDF file.

3. Several Tot Lots will be closed over the next 10 years.  No Tot Lots will be closed without discussions with the Village Board.  My understanding is that one village has already volunteer Tot Lots for closing.

4. CA will open only 11 of Columbia's 23 swimming pools on weekday afternoons while schools remain in session.  Swim team practices would be held at the closed pools.  For Wilde Lake the proposal is to keep Bryant Woods open since it has the most central location.

Other CA Budget Issues

1. Free towels are still available at the gyms.

2. The Festival of the Arts was fully funded.  I want to make it perfectly clear that the CA Board never voted to cut funding for the Festival of the Arts.  There was a correction in the Baltimore Sun that everyone seems to have missed.  There was a reduction of 10% in city wide grants. 

3. There was a weekdays only membership approved for Hobbits Glen.  Several Wilde Lake residents asked about this.  No changes were made to the Fairway Hills budget but it will be reviewed over the next few months.

4. A Community Development Services Bureau was created to incorporate planning related to Town Center redevelopment and the resultant impact on the villages.

5. The annual charge rate remains at $0.68 per $100 of assessed valuation and the cap remains at 2.5%.

Board of Directors Meeting, February 17, 2010

Business Commuter / Recreational Pathways  

The Planning and Strategy Committee continued discussions on CA pathways and asked the staff to incorporate the results of that discussion into the strategic plan document.  

Staff Report on Lakefront and Plaza Improvements  

The Planning and Strategy Committee recommended the Board set aside funds to develop a master plan for the Lake Kittamaqundi Lakefront and Plaza to include how Lakefront improvements could be related to Symphony Woods Park, enhancements to Merriweather Post Pavilion, future GGP development, and connections from this area of Downtown to nearby Village Centers.

