Council Representative Report  12-20-10

Phil Kirsch, Wilde Lake Council Representative 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING, December 9, 2010

1. Hobbits Glen Clubhouse Presentation    CA staff made a presentation to the Planning and Strategy Committee on options for renovating or replacing the Hobbits Glen Golf Clubhouse.  Four options were presented, two involved major renovations and two required replacement of the existing clubhouse.  The costs ranged from $2.5 million to $7.5 million.  Two additional high end options will be presented in the future.  The Board appears to be in agreement that major changes are needed.  Very little of this money will be in next year's budget but decisions need to be made now so we can begin planning.

2. Downtown Design Guidelines  The PSC held a discussion on the downtown design guidelines that included County Council member Mary Kay Sigaty.  The Board will work on a response to the design guidelines at the December 21st Board meeting stating at 6:30.

3. State Delegation Visit  The External Relations Committee will host the state legislators from Howard County on December 21, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.

The President’s Employment Contract for the period starting May 2011 should be released December 21.

Swim Center

I have received several complaints from residents about the water temperature at the swim center.  Evidently the temperature in the main pool has been lowered one or two degrees recently.  In discussions with John Herdson I found out that there were other possible changes being considered.  According to John: 

 “One of the long term potential changes that we are looking at is to make the Swim Center the home of the Master's and Clipper's Swim Teams.  By moving all of the Clippers to the Swim Center, we open additional  lap lanes at Supreme and take away some at the Swim Center.  This makes financial sense as we would have the ability to increase the number of swimmers on the team as well as keeping them in a central location.  However, if this change occurs, it would also mean that we would need to lower the Main Pool temperature to 83 degrees.  We feel that at 83, the swim team can still endure the "heat" and the DWF, Lessons, and Lap Swimmers can withstand the "cold".  The Swim Center, which is our hardest pool to keep heated would be the moderate temperature pool and the Columbia Gym pool would become the warmer pool.  Lap swimming, DWF, lessons, SCUBA, SplashDown and other programs would continue at the Swim Center.”

