Council Representative Report  10-4-2010

Phil Kirsch, Wilde Lake Council Representative 

CA Board Meeting, September 30, 2010

Guest Speaker, Chief William McMahon, Howard County Police Department – Chief McMahon discussed several issues including the new laws concerning hand held communication devices and safety on the path ways.

Transparency policy – This deals with CA's release of information to the public.  Although CA has several different polices that deal with transparency, there is no single policy that that provides complete information.  The motivation for this policy has to do with a request for the release of individual salaries for staff members.  

Purchasing Exception – The Board approved a purchasing exception with the Geese police of Central Maryland.  Two other companies contacted but who did not apply where Bye Bye Birdie and Another Wilde Goose Chase.  

Columbia Orientation Update - The Columbia Orientation Program is an initiative created for the purposes of educating and engaging community stakeholders and assisting in the promotion of knowledge of Columbia and Columbia Association facilities, programs and services. The program includes a bus tour of Columbia and various CA facilities. 

Symphony Woods Park – CA selected a team led by Whitman Requardt & Associates, LLP (WR&A) to design, prepare necessary submittals and construction documents, and secure county approvals and permits for Symphony Woods Park. WR&A is a multi-disciplinary engineering firm. Their team also includes Mahan Rykiel Associates, Inc. an award-winning landscape architecture and planning firm, and The Care of Trees, a firm focusing on tree preservation.  Whitman Requardt and Mahan Rykiel have had a long and successful working relationship and have completed similar services for a number of parks and public gathering places including Blandair Park. They are familiar with Howard County development regulations and processes and have excellent relationships with county agencies and staff members.

Other Information

The CA Board has started work on an extension to Phil Nelson's contact as President.  The current contract expires April 30, 2011.

